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fortunes, so brilliant at the outset, in a completely dif-
ferent direction.

The Count cle Broglio's apprehensions for the safety
of de la Eosiere's reports and other private papers of the
King, increased as the time of de Ghierchy's departure
for England drew nigh. In his restless anxiety, he
instructed D'Eon to remove himself and every private
document in his charge from the French Embassy,
before the ambassador made his appearance, to apart-
ments where they should be absolutely beyond his
interference and reach. Any excuse would do to
account for his change of residence, and he was recom-
mended to take to live with him either of his kinsmen,
D'Eon cle Mouloise or Carlet de la Eosiere, who would
be valuable protection against any attempt at a surprise,
and trusty substitutes in the event of any unforeseen
accident to himself; in fact, every precaution was to be
taken to prevent the secret correspondence from falling
into the hands of strangers, and especially of the King's
ambassador and ministers. In a few days the precious
documents were securely deposited in a house in Dover
Street, to which D'Eon removed immediately upon the
arrival of the Count de Guerchy.

So thoroughly was the secret maintained that after
four months even the late ambassador, the Duke de
Mvernois, who was on the most intimate and friendly
terms with all at Court, expressed his surprise at D'Eon's
having quitted the Embassy. 'Why do you always
wish to live by yourself and remain in loneliness ?' he
wrote ; ; how can you live separated from your work,
and where can your work be, but under the am-
bassador's roof?' The Chevalier quotes Psalm cii. 7,
and adds cynically: * I prefer the solitude of my little
library to the society of the great, Men are not goodBoufflers, and Ms countrymen were proud
